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Ji Feng was born and raised in the city 
of Taizhou. Taizhou is on the eastern 
coast of China's Zhejiang province. 
Taizhou faces the East China Sea. His 
parents are getting older and his father 
suffers from lung disease as a result of 
the pollution that comes from the coal 
burning power plants. Ji Feng’s parents 

need financial 
help. Each 
month they 
have housing, 
food and 
medical 
expenses. Ji 
Feng also has 
a wife and a 
daughter for 
which he must 
provide. Like 
many 

traditional Chinese families, Ji Feng is 
the provider for the family. His wife 
takes care of their home and cares for 
their young daughter.  

Ji Feng has had trouble finding a well-
paying job. China’s high energy demands 
mean there are plenty of jobs in the coal 
mines and many of his friends and family 
work in them. This is difficult, dark and 
dangerous work and Ji Feng isn’t sure he 
wants to work in the mines. He 
understands his responsibility and knows 
that he must find a job that will pay him 
enough to care for his family. 

After searching, Ji Feng finds an 
advertisement for a company called 
Wang Industries. Wang Industries is 
hiring window washers for skyscrapers. 
Unfortunately, the company is located in 
Shanghai, 200 miles north of Taizhou. Ji 
Feng discusses the opportunity with his 
family. His father tells him that past 
government restrictions prevented 
opportunities for this type of work. 
However, China’s desire to compete in 

the modern 
economy 
have loosed 
government 
control. 
China’s 
traditional 
command 
economy 
has started 
to become 
more mixed 
and less 
restrictive. 
Desperate 
for financial 

stability Ji Fend applies for the job. The 
job promises steady work and a descent 
salary. Ji Feng believes this opportunity 
might be his best chance to provide for 
his family.  

 
 

 

Shanghai and Taizhou  
in China. 
 

“My family is my responsibility” “Work is a world away” 
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One week later, a manager from 
Wang Industries calls Ji Feng and offers 
him the window washing job. Ji Feng 
will help clean some of the world’s 
tallest buildings. Ji Feng accepts the 
position and prepares for his move.  

After six months in Shanghai, Ji Feng 
is used to the hustle and bustle of the big 
city. Shanghai is a much different city 
than Taizhou. With 24 million people, 
the city seems to never sleep. Ji Feng, 
sleeps during the day because Wang 
Industries workers are only allowed to 
wash windows at night. The company 
prides themselves in not being disruptive 
to the workers inside the building. This 

makes Ji 
Feng’s job 
even more 
dangerous. 
Not only 
does he 
have to 
navigate 
cleaning 

supplies and equipment while being 
dozens of stories in the air, he has to do 
this with a limited amount of light. After 
his nights’ work is done, Ji Feng heads to 
an apartment that he shares with two 
other workers. While he has enjoyed 
spending time in Shanghai and working, 
he misses his family greatly. He looks 
forward to seeing them again in six 
months for the Chinese New Year.  

 
 

Six months later, Ji Feng is packing 
his bags to head home to Taizhou. He is 
excited about seeing his family and 
celebrating the Chinese New Year. This 
is China’s biggest celebration. He has 
saved most of the money he has made as 
a window washer and will present it to 
his family at their new year dinner. It’s a 
tradition during the Chinese New Year to 
give gifts of money. 

When Ji Feng returns to his home he 
is overcome with emotion. While he is 
happy to see his family, his daughter 
hasn’t seen him in a year and is a little 
confused by his presence. After their new 
year dinner, Ji Feng shows his family the 
money he made. He takes a large portion 
of it and gives it to his father and mother. 
The remaining money will stay with Ji 
Feng’s wife and daughter.  

In a 
few days, 
Ji Feng 
will return 
to 
Shanghai 
to continue 
working. His family understands the 
sacrifice he is making for them. Migrant 
workers are becoming very common. For 
the time being, however, Ji Feng will 
enjoy the Chinese New Year celebration 
and time with his family.  
 

“The big city provides opportunity” “Tradition takes me home” 


