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Etta King: A King-Sized Ranch  

 

 

Henrietta King, also known as “Etta” 

was the wife of Richard King. When 

Richard died in 1885, Etta was tasked 

with a “king-sized” job. She had to 

operate the 500,000 acre ranch her 

husband owned.  

The King Ranch is located in southern 

Texas 

between 

Corpus 

Christi and 

Brownsville. 

This region 

is known as 

the coastal 

plains. The 

coastal plains 

run along the 

Gulf of Mexico. The area experiences a 

hot and humid summer with mild winters. 

Most of the area in the coastal plains is 

dry, yet the area receives plenty of rain, 

about 50 inches a year. 

The area is good for 

growing vegetables, 

grain, hay and corn. It 

also provides a home for 

poultry and cattle.  

After the death of her husband, Etta 

was responsible for making sure the ranch 

ran smoothly. She was also responsible 

for the 

ranch’s 

$500,000 

of debt. 
By 1985, 

not only 

was Etta 

able to  

 

ensure the ranch was completely free of 

debt, she increased the size of the ranch to 

650,000 acres.  

Etta’s success grew people’s interest 

in the King Ranch and its products. 

Scientists visited the ranch and 

conducted experiments on cattle, horses 

and 

grasses. 

As the 

area grew 

more 

popular, 

Etta 

helped 

establish 

the town of Kingsville as well as many of 

its businesses.  

Even after Etta’s death in 1925, the 

King Ranch continued to grow. Today, it 

totals 825,000 acres of land. The land is 

used for cattle ranching, farming, 

irrigation and hunting. The ranch also 

influences consumer products. These 

include a leather and home goods 

business that sell 

luggage, purses, and 

furniture. Their products 

are also used by the 

Ford Motor Company in 

some of their trucks.  
 

Why do you 
think the 

coastal plains 
gets a lot of 

rain?  

What is the 
difference in 
the ranch’s 
total land (in 
acres) from 
1885 to 1925?  


