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Addisu Teka is a farmer from 

southern Ethiopia. Located in the horn 
of Africa, the 
land, its 
resources 
and the 
tropical 
monsoon 
climate 
provide the 
ideal 

environment for growing what many 
believe to be the world’s best coffee. 
For several generations Addisu’s 
family has grown coffee in order to 
make a living. For Addisu and his 
family, and for the vast majority of 
Ethiopians, coffee holds great cultural 
significance. 
Addisu 
remembers the 
care his mother 
took when 
preparing coffee to welcome visitors 
during times of celebration. In fact, 
Ethiopians consider the coffee  
 

 
ceremony to be one of their most 
important social occasions. 

Although Ethiopia is a command 
economy, farmers are able to lease 
land from the government. Addisu’s 
farm has produced seasons of healthy 
harvests, so much so that his family is 
able to offer employment 
opportunities to others in the nearby 
community.  Addisu’s farm suffered 
greatly as a result of the drought that 
occurred in 2015 and 2016. Addisu 
recalled being a child the last time his 
families’ crop suffered greatly as a  
result of drought – this was over 30 
years ago. While the occasional lack 
of rain causes some harvests to be less  
abundant, the promise of new seasons 
with plentiful rain have kept Addisu’s 
family hopeful about the future.  

Coffee farming for Addisu’s 
family has 
never been a 
means to 
attain great 
wealth. 
Instead, 
consistent 
harvests 
have 
provided an opportunity for his family 
to live a comfortable life. 
Interestingly, over the past 20 years, 
the rise in popularity of coffee, 
globally, has changed the way Addisu 
and his family sell their coffee. Coffee 
conglomerates, while demanding  
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large amounts of coffee, remain intent  
on buying coffee beans as 
inexpensively as possible. In fact, 
these coffee companies negotiate 
multi-year, fixed-price contracts with 
local growers that on the one hand, 
secure a buyer for their coffee but, on 
the other hand, drive and keep coffee 
bean prices down. Addisu stated that 
the last multi-year contract he 
negotiated was disadvantageous to 
him after the first year. Inflation, the 
general increase in the cost of living, 
rose higher than the rates his contract 
could cover. Basically, Addisu was 
obligated to sell coffee for prices  
lower than his cost of production. 
Addisu has continued to have trouble 
negotiating a price for his coffee that 
will cover the costs associated with 
growing it as well as provide him with 
enough profit to pay his workers and 
provide for his family.  

Other farmers who have 
experienced some of these same 
problems have decided to make 

drastic 
changes. 
Largely as a 
result of 
challenging 
socio-
economic 
conditions, 
there has 

been an increase in the local market 
for growing khat (pronounced  
 

 
“chat”). Khat is a plant containing an 
amphetamine-like stimulant that,  
when chewed, acts as an energy and 
mood booster as well as an appetite 
suppressant. Farmers who have 
begun to grow khat claim they are 
making more money than when they 
grew coffee. Addisu sees the demand 
for khat increasing because it is legal 
and the number youth using it is 
increasing. The fact that estimates 
claim over 1.2 million acres of land 
have been turned into khat farms 
proves that supply is responding to 
the increased demand. 

Despite these claims Addisu wants 
to continue growing coffee. He  
believes that focusing on growing 
quality coffee beans will eventually 
attract fair market prices that will 
allow him to continue to make a 
living as a 
farmer. To 
support this, 
the local 
government 
has allowed 
farmers to 
sell directly 
to smaller coffee roasters. This 
removes the middleman from 
business transactions. This will allow 
Addisu to sell his coffee beans for 
higher prices with the hope that the 
quality of the coffee made from his 
beans will cause greater demand for 
them. It’s a gamble that Addisu and 
his family are willing to make. 


