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Perspectives of the caste system in India are 

unique. Some people and groups experience it 
greatly while others experience very little of it. 
For Roshan Sebastian the caste system was a 
vague, or unclear, concept. Caste was cast aside 
as a result of the environment in which he was 
raised.  

Though the dominant group of people in 
India are Hindu, about 3% of the population is 
Christian. Roshan and his family are a part of 

this group. Born 
in Kochi, 
Kerala, Roshan 
attended a 
private Christian 
school and, as a 
result, did not 
experience the 
effects of the 

caste system. “I thought most Indians were 
Christians; I knew a few Muslims and Hindus 
but, until college, I didn’t realize Christians 
weren’t the majority.” Roshan wasn’t aware of 
the cultural diversity that existed in India until 
he attended the public university. While there, he 
began to hear of the caste system. “I heard 
people talk about it, but no one talks about it in 
public.” 

 The caste system, which was deep rooted in 
the Indian social fabric, was once an effective 
and useful way to run the society. It provided 
skilled manpower for every need. “I don’t know 
which caste I would have 
belonged to, but caste is 
basically equal to the job you 
do… because caste is largely 
practiced by Hindu people, my 
family remained outside of its 
influence.”    

Kochi, Roshan’s hometown, is in southern 
India and historically was the center of spice 
trade. The “golden road” of trade, according to 
Roshan, pushed the people to focus more on the 
economic benefits of trade and less on religious 
division and, therefore, caste. “Being in the 
south, we didn’t face many wars…selling spices  

 
and getting gold was a good thing for us 
[Kochilites].” He believes this may also help 
explain his lack of experience with the strict 
effects of the caste system. 

India’s roots as an agrarian economy made 
it economically strong, but British rule made this 
difficult. Industrial progress was hindered by 
British rule in India. “During the industrial 
revolution the British needed more raw materials 
and resources. This prompted them to colonize 
India. I believe this pushed India backwards.”  

Since the 1990s, India’s major urban areas 
have gone through significant development. In 
response to growing demand from countries in 
the U.S., India finds itself in a transitional phase 
that it hopes will move the country into a more 
industrialized state. Further, these industries 

require that 
India meet 
the needs of 
its growing 
population. 
“New 
industries 
mean new 

jobs and new jobs mean that people can buy 
more. As a result, companies like Apple, Pepsi 
and Ford consider India a major market.” 

 Education of extremely important for 
Roshan and he came to the United States to learn 
advanced engineering methods. Specifically, he 
is interested in safety engineering. As India 
continues to develop and industrialize, the need 
for engineers of all types continues to grow.  

After earning his Master’s degree in Safety 
Engineering, Roshan wants to return to India. He 
believes he can apply the skills he learns to 
India’s rapidly growing industry. Roshan 
believes with more awareness and education; the 
caste system will be eliminated in his generation 
or in the next. “The youth of India believe the 
caste system is pulling their country backwards 
and that only industrialization and scientific 
research will push India forward.” 

Why do you 
think the caste 

system is not 
publically 

discussed? 


